
Good afternoon fellow councillors, Chief Executive and Staff, my family 

and GUSSBUSTERS and all in the Distinguished Visitors’ Gallery, ladies 
and Gentlemen. 

 
I am deeply honoured to be elected as Mayor, First Citizen of South 

Dublin County.  I want to thank in a special way my proposer, Paul 
Gogarty himself a Palmerstown person and all those who voted for me. 

 
I want to thank the good people of Palmerstown who have voted for me 

since 1991 and without whom I would not be here (I forgive the blip in 
1999, when only 33% turned out and I lost my seat by 80 votes as many 

mistakenly believed I was a shoe in!). I am proud to be the first resident 
of Palmerstown to be elected Mayor.  It is Palmerstown’s’ honour I 

celebrate.  I want especially to thank very sincerely the core group of 
GUSSBUSTERS who have stood by me and campaigned for me over the 

years and who are now in the distinguished visitors’ gallery: Michael 

Gleeson and his wife Rachael, Jim Ivory and his wife Liz, Mick Dooley, 
Connie Kiernan, Irene Nugent and Una Gallagher.  

 
Commiserations to those also nominated today.  They are very dedicated 

and competent public representatives and I know that they would make 
excellent Mayors.  In fact, the humbling fact is that any one of the other 

39 Councillors that make up this Council are equally qualified for the job. 
 

However, as in any race there can be but one winner and I am so happy 
to be that person on this occasion.  Mind you, I must be a slow learner as 

it has taken me 25 years to get here.  But I suppose that is another 
aspect of politics!  

 
Today is a day when we celebrate and take stock of what it is we want to 

achieve and even why it is that we wanted to be a public representative 

and a councillor.  As the incoming Mayor I get an opportunity of voicing 
my hopes and priorities and I hope that these will resonate with 

yourselves as it’s only by working together we will achieve what those 
who elected us quite rightly demand.  

 
The people of South Dublin County represent a wide spectrum of Irish 

Society.  Local Democracy has been evolving in recent years.  Perhaps 
not as fast or as radical as is required.  For example, though we have a 

mighty body of dedicated Councillors, would it not be easier to promote 
equality and engage with citizens if, say twenty, of the elected members 

here in the chamber were elected on a geographical bases and the other 
twenty were elected by communities of interests such as the Traveller 

Community, Lone Parents, Immigrants, disadvantaged communities?  
Each bringing their own perspective to the debate?  We don’t have that 

kind of democracy yet, so we each in the meantime must ensure that we 

think, vote and act in an inclusive manner. 



 

We knew before we were elected that Ireland is the most centralised 
country in Europe.  As Councillors we have a very narrow range of 

reserved functions.  However, we can have a good deal of influence and 
we should continue to campaign for a devolution of powers and 

responsibilities to Local Government Level.  The job of Councillor is now a 
demanding role.  It is meant to be part-time but it consumes as much of 

ones time as one can give to it and it can be a struggle to balance the role 
with other work and family time.  In saying this, I want to acknowledge 

the commitment I have witnessed over the years from my colleagues 
which continues to be a source of inspiration.  

 
 Of course none of this would be possible were it not for the support, 

patience and tolerance we receive from our families.  They are the 
invisible heroes of the democratic system.  They put up with a lot for the 

common good!  I would like to personally acknowledge the support of my 

wife Cait, and welcome her to the Distinguished Visitors’ Gallery together 
with my son Pele and his wife Linda, my daughter Joyce, her husband 

Glen, my daughter Mary Catherine and her husband Shane and four of 
our seven grandchildren, Adam, Jamie, Leah and Liam.  

 
I want to pay a particular tribute to the outgoing Mayor, Cllr Sarah 

Holland.  And I do mean outgoing in every sense of that term!  She did a 
fantastic job. The manner in which she steered the County Development 

Plan through its various stages to a successful conclusion was itself a real 
feat.  She was very fair at all times but also suitably firm when required.  

She is a difficult act to follow but I can only do my best. 
 

I do intend to both continue and develop further the priorities she set for 
herself and indeed those set by her predecessor, Cllr Fintan Warfield, now 

Senator Warfield, colleagues of mine in the Progressive Alliance. They 

both promoted the theme of social inclusion which is one of the planks of 
the Progressive Alliance that includes Sinn Fein, the Community Alliance 

made up of 6 Independents and 1 Green Party Member and the Labour 
Party.  Fintan focused on civil rights especially those of the Gay and 

Lesbian community while Sarah focused on the role of Women. 
 

I would like to focus on community. This is the centenary year of 1916 
and we have a woefully unequal society.  Our challenge as public 

representatives is, I believe, to give expression to that part of the 
proclamation that states we will “cherishing all the children of the Nation 

equally”. This is not only about young people but about all persons living 
in our Republic irrespective of creed, colour or allegiance.    We can only 

do this I believe if we embrace a genuine humanitarian approach.  In that 
context I want to welcome Jim Connolly and his wife Kathleen who are in 

the distinguished visitors’ gallery.  

 



Jim is a Limerick City man now living in rural West Clare, out in Loop 

Head.  He is not only a renowned sculpture and a noted musician but also 
a committed humanitarian deeply committed to a more equal society.  He 

is the founder of the Rural Settlement Organisation that has facilitated 
some 1000 families over the past 25 years who wanted to move from 

Urban to Rural Ireland in as part of a life changing decision thus helping 
reinvigorate rural communities ravaged by emigration and drift to the 

cities, and, in the process contribute to alleviating the housing shortage 
by filing empty rural homes.  

 
Over the next year as Mayor I want the theme to be “Celebrating 

Community”.  I want to focus on the marginalised in our County especially 
those with a disability, and from ethnic minorities and on the needs of 

older persons.   I want to focus on Community Development in its real 
sense.  I want to work with and empower the many voluntary and 

community based groups and organisations we have in this County and 

who do such tremendous and valuable work. 
 

In Celebrating Community I want us to promote Equality for everyone 
with a particular focus on disability.  As public representatives we should 

be highlighting inequality everywhere it exists.  We have services in our 
county that are meant to help but there are long waiting lists for speech 

and language therapists, there is no direct payments system in place , so 
many issues.  The list goes on for people with a disability  

 
Also how can we have equality when gay people are still prevented giving 

blood while in northern Ireland they now can , how can we have equality 
when travellers are not recognised as an ethnic minority  How can we 

have 600,000 live in food poverty and say we have equality – yes we 
have come a long way and we may have won a few battles but we are far 

from winning the war – equality has to be for everyone and I would like to 

see the mayor’s office available in a way that can highlight  equality 
issues.  

 
We don’t have to look far to know that there is a democratic deficit in 

society.  There is a distrust and disenchantment with politicians.  It is our 
job, I believe, as councillors to address this deficit and address the 

breakdown in Democracy.   We have a plethora of bodies now that are 
intended to involve civic society more in the life of their communities.  But 

do they?  Are we really engaging with the people on their terms? 
 

I believe that as elected councillors we should work closer with these 
bodies and especially with the Peoples Participative Network (PPN) that is 

meant to be the umbrella body for civic society.  I get the impression 
sometimes that it is perceived, as was the earlier version The Community 

Forum and Community Platform, as somehow in competition with us 

Councillors.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  The theory is that 



the PPN provide a forum where the public can have an input into decision 

making at local government level.  The PPN is intended to enable the 
public to engage in decision making.   

 
The PPN is meant to provide a forum where the public can gather 

information and feed into the decisions of the local authority, the elected 
councillors make policy partly informed by the PPN, the Council Executive 

implement the Policies which are then monitor by the elected members 
who in turn are accountable to the public.  I would like to see us develop 

this concept further over the next year.  In that context I’d like to 
welcome Alan Hayes who is in the Distinguished Guests Gallery, he is 

Chairperson of Palmerstown Community Council which has endeavoured 
since 1970 to provide a bridge between the community and the Local 

Authority.  Alan is also a Palmerstown delegate and a very active member 
of the PPN. 

 

We have persons from some 120 different nationalities residing in our 
County.  That represents a fair level of diversity.  It poses real challenges 

for us as councillors. How facilitative are we of the different cultures and 
traditions that this represents?  We are very aware of our Irish Diaspora, 

and, as one of those who returned to live in Ireland I cherish the supports 
I got from fellow Irish when I resided abroad.  How can we help those 120 

ethnic groups to both cherish their identity and become truly integrated 
into Irish society?   

 
A number of years ago, I was charged with organising an event as part of 

the Irish EU Presidency. We invited two young persons from each 
European Country to a conference in Galway. We set them two tasks, to 

come up with a definition of “The European Dimension” (then a 
requirement of EU funding for projects) and how they define Europe.  

They described Europe as being from the Urals to the Aran Islands!  And 

they defined the European Dimension as “the celebration of the 
differences that bring us together”.  Put simply, they wanted the Irish to 

remain Irish, the English to remain English, the French to remain French, 
and so on. Viva la difference!  

 
Is that our vison of integration?  Of interculturalism?  Do we acknowledge 

the fact that we have a huge number of ethnic minorities in our county?  
One of these and perhaps the oldest ethnic minority is the Traveller 

Community.  Do we cherish their traditions and culture? As the 
Chairperson of the Local Traveller Accommodation Advisory Committee 

for a number of years, I am very aware and appreciative of the good 
record of this County in relation to Travellers.  

 
 We have possibly the best track record in the Country in providing 

accommodation for Travellers.  However, even in our County there are 

serious issues to be addressed brought about mainly, but not only, by the 



huge cut-backs in Central Government funding in recent years.  I would 

like to work over the next year in supporting our staff, with the 
involvement of the Clondalkin and Tallaght Traveller Support Groups, the 

Traveller Community and the settled community, at addressing these 
issues and bringing about a greater understanding and sense of 

appreciation between the settled community and the Traveller 
Community.   In tandem, I want us to celebrate ethnicity across all 

peoples in this County.  I am delighted to welcome to the distinguished 
visitors’ gallery, my friend and co-ordinator of the Tallaght Traveller 

Support Group, Patrick Nevin, himself a member of the Traveller 
Community. 

 
Amongst the ethnic groups that now enrich our communities, there are 

those who love and practice our own native language.  I would hope that 
in this year in which we commemorate the birth of our Republic, we would 

promote our native language and I hope to work with our staff and Aras 

Chroanan Clondalkin to bring a flavour of the Gaealtach to our County.  I 
would like to expand the ideal of participative budgeting promoted in 

“Putting People First” and I’d like to further develop the idea of a Local 
Economic Trading System (LETS) which I first proposed some years back 

and which has evolved as Social Credits and Carbon Credits.  
 

When I first entered politics in 1991, in the midst of the planning 
controversies, it was to focus on the needs of people and communities, 

the environment and balanced planning that puts people first.  My slogan 
then was “People before Party”, and still is.   

 
The big issue then was the Liffey Valley which was in grave danger of 

being re zoned for development. I’m delighted that we have been able to 
save it even though I won a critical motion to preserve it by a single vote!  

Today, we have a special protection on it and a plan in gestation to 

introduce a Blueway.  Restoration of the historic Metaal Bridge (even 
though in Final) has to be a priority. 

 
I have remained committed to Local Government, despite efforts to get 

me to be a “real politician and run for the Dail”.  I remain passionate 
about reducing the democratic deficit that has alienated and excluded 

both elected Councillors and Citizens from real decisions that affect local 
communities.   My Lucan Palmerstown constituency has mushroomed 

over the past 25 years and I continue to campaign for the facilities and 
services that should have been provided hand-in-hand with the houses.   

I acknowledge and welcome the commitment in the Councils Capital and 
Fiscal budget to address this deficit.  We should have been building 

communities, we have another opportunity to do so now that we have 
such a housing and homeless crises. 

 



Today, the housing shortage and homelessness are huge issues across 

the constituency and County. They are the dominant and most critical 
issues facing us as a Council and as a society. I saved highlighting them 

until the end of my speech so that they may remain top of our priority.  I 
acknowledge and compliment Minister Coveney for taking the time and 

making the effort to come and consult with us as elected representatives 
in this Chamber last Monday.  It is my intention and commitment that I 

will use every opportunity during my term as Mayor to seriously address 
the housing crises.   I welcome the prospect of Adamstown, the first SDZ 

in the Country, being restarted and the coming on stream in 2017 of the 
Clonburris SDZ.   

 
 

Finally as I said already, this Council has a very rich spread of people 
from different backgrounds and cultures with one of the highest 

percentage of immigrants in the Country (14% in my own constituency 

alone), including many of the Muslim faith.  I am glad to note that many 
indigenous and immigrant people play a full and active role in 

society.  It’s our job as public representatives to provide the leadership 
that will build on this and enable the many ethnic groups to be fully 

integrated into our communities and enjoy the quality of live that they 
deserve.  I will make myself available during my term as Mayor to do just 

that and I look forward to doing so with the full collaboration of all 
Councillors of whatever persuasion.   Go reim mile mait agui go lear. 

 
END 
 
 

 


